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COMPOSITION OF EMPLOYMENT IN BOSTON 
(In Percent) 


1950 1980 
Manufacturing 19 10 
Services 
(Transportation, Communication, and Public 
Utilities, Finance and Insurance, Business 
and Professional Services) 32 52 
Trade 27 16 
Government oa 18 
Construction and Other 7 4 
Total 100 100 


Sources: U.S. Bureau of Econamic Analysis, Mass. Department of Employ- 
ment Security, Boston Redevelopment Authority 


Total employment in Boston declined by 51,910 between 1970 and 1976, but 
recovered with a gain of 44,345 jobs in the last four years. Services employ- 
ment has risen by over 50,000 since 1970. 


EMPLOYMENT IN BOSTON (SUFFOLK COUNTY) BY MAJOR INDUSTRY* 


1970 1976 1978 1979 1980° 
Fishing and Horticulture 746 840 594 588 626 
Construction 17,786 9,567 9,467 10,254 11,203 
Manufacturing 67,491 56,492 56,391 Shyer 56,241 
Transportation, Communica- 

tions and Public Utilities 43,029 3574 34,374 36,116 38,030 

Trade | 126,348 93,099 89,311 91,508 90,798 
Wholesale 43,992 32,863 28,744 Ae We = Bh Oe ae O2L 
Retail 82,356 60,236 60,567 61,691 59 7; aad 

Finance, Insurance, 

Real Estate 71,696 62,858 64,382 65,554 69,524 
Services 138,429 263; 957 L779, 2.0L 183,480 192,170 
Proprietors 12,448 10,989 105.617 £1259 11,434 
Government 95,339 88,592 96,436 99,576 Lol; 914 

Federal 41,994 27,788 28,587 2g; 203 29,290 
State & Other Local 30,083 38,885 47,470 49,314 5E7937 
Boston Zai-262 215,919 2003879 20,989 20,687 
POLAT, oe Pe ie Ge S21 402 PAO Gives SS Sols 571,940 


1980 estimated on the basis of Change between employment in the first six 
months of 1980 and the first six months of 1979 as reported by the Mass 
Division of Employment security. 

"_ oat a ee ays Sint t. 5 . ludes 
* Employment in Boston is $6 percent of Suffoik County, which also inclu 


Chelsea, Revere and Winthrop. 
} ; 4 } nart + 4 jes 
Source: Boston Redevelopment Authority Research Department based on U.S. 


Bureau of Economic Analysis Employment Series for Suffolk County. 
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Unemployment in Boston has declined substantially since the peak level of 
1975, and in 1980, was below that for the nation as a whole. Unemployment in 
Boston in March 1981, at a rate of 6.6 percent, was above that for the Boston 
metropolitan area and the Commonwealth, but less than that in the United States 
as a whole. A survey of Boston households conducted in Spring 1980 reported 
youth unemployment at twice the City average, and minorities unemployment fifty 
percent higher than the City average. 


Unemployment Rates. 


Mar. Mar. 
1970 1975 1976 Loy / 1978 1979 1980 1980* 1981* 


Boston 4.3% L2,08- Lisl Ss oD.5% J er 6.5% 6.1% Seas 6.6% 
Boston SMSA iS vei Ga ei a festa! aa eee’ PY Ais, 5.4 
Massachusetts 4.6 “Beers 2.5 south aa Sao 5.6 53 Owe 
New England Sa 10.3 O20 ens) Sur 5.4 6.0 5c oe 
United States 4.9 Sars Tier tee) 6.0 5.3 Pipl 6.6 ony! 


* 
Not seasonally adjusted. 


Sources: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics; Massachusetts Division of 
Employment Security. 


Population 


Between 1970 and 1980 Boston's population declined by twelve percent, 
extending the loss, since 1950, to thirty percent. Of the eleven cities, 
of the nation's top twenty, which have lost population in the last decade, 
Boston's reduction was exceeded by those for New York City, Chicago, Milwaukee, 
Philadelphia, Detroit, Baltimore, Washington, D.C., and Cleveland. (New York 
City, Detroit and Boston are challenging the 1980 Census count in Federal 
Court.) Despite the decline in population, the Census Bureau reports a 1970- 
80 growth in Boston's housing stock, suggesting an increase in the number of 
households, with a reduction of household size. For Suffolk County, whose 
principal municipality is Boston, with 87 percent of the County's population, 
the Census Bureau reports a 1.6 percent increase in the number of households 
and a decline in household size from 2.8 to 2.4 in the 1970-80 decade. 
(See Characteristics of Housing Stock.) 


The reported overall Boston population loss of 78,077 people, or twelve 
percent, between 1970 and 1980, encompassed a reduction in the white popula- 
tion by 130,772 persons, or 25 percent. As a consequence, the proportion of 
whites in the total population fell from 82 percent, in 1970, to 70 percent, 
in 1980. In contrast, the black population grew by 21,522 persons representing 
a 21 percent increase. The Hispanic population doubled, rising from 17,984, in 
1970, to 36,068, in 1980, increasing their share of the City total from two 
percent to six percent. 
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RACIAL AND ETHNIC COMPOSITION OF BOSTON'S POPULATION, 
1980 AND 1970 


Change 


1980 1970 Number Percent 

Total 562,994 641,071 - 78,077 - 12% 
White 593,937 524,799 -130,772 - 25 
Black Beoye29 104,707 Pe Le S22 + 21 
Other 42,828 Lis6S5 “ Bile 175 +268 


Percent Composition 


Total 100.0% 100.0% 
White 70.0 ois 
Black 22.4 1633 
Other Pied = eo 


Hispanic Population 


Change 
1980* 1970** Number Percent 


Total 36,068 17,984 +18,084 +100. 6% 


* Persons of Spanish Origin 
** Persons of Spanish Language 


Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, March 1981. 
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Population of Boston and Boston Standard Metropolitan Statistical Area, 1970 and 1980 


Percent 
Change Change 

1970 1980 1970-1980 1970-1980 

Boston SMSA 2,899,101 Ll Ono fF Se Loos 4 - 4.73% 
City of Boston 641,071 562,994 HA ele =e 


Source: U.S. Census Bureau 


Income and Cost-of-Living: Educational Levels 


The U.S. Department of Commerce publishes data on personal income. The 
table below gives a historical summary of per capita personal income for 
Boston, the Commonwealth and the United States. Since 1972, Boston's per capita 
personal income has risen more rapidly than that of the metropolitan region and 
the Commonwealth. As a consequence, Boston's per capita personal income, as a 
percentage of metropolitan area personal income, rose from 85.7 percent in 1972, 
to 87.6 percent in 1979. 


Per Capita Personal Income 


% % % % 

Annual Boston Annual Annual United Annual 
Year Boston Change M.R.C.* Change Massachusetts Change $tates Change 
1965 $2,886 —% $3,107 -% $2,981 =—te s27/755 -% 
1970 4,001 aeo 4,458 Legh 4,276 7.4 S7o 9s Hee 
the ig 8 4,117 Ze 4,658 4.5 4,469 4.5 4,132 Gat 
1972 4,304 ree) pep weo Fey: 4,816 Ts 4,493 Pf 
1973 4,699 Ore 5,421 oly §; aya is: Ss0 4,981 10.9 
1974 ay Lot ome Spots pa 5,666 8.9 5,428 S20 
1975 ea le 6.6 6,337 iter OrOuL lpn 57861 5.0 
1976 5,936 Sa 6,880 8.6 6,590 8.5 6,401 9.2 
L977 6,478 9.1 pose Spe Pine op. hee 4,035 9.9 
1978 7,359 to 70 8,340 nie 7 Spey? 10.4 7,846 SLa 
1979 8,196 Li.4 ek ho die 8,901 Be she Fi) Lie 
1980 = S 9,992 L258 9,458 8.0 


* Boston Metropolitan Region Counties. 
# Not available. 


Source: United States Department of Commerce, Bureau of Economic 
Analysis. 


As of Autumn 1980, the Boston area's annual cost of an intermediate budget 
for a four-person family ($27,029) was the highest of the 38 largest metropolitan 
areas in the contiguous United States, according to the U.S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. The impact of Property taxes on housing costs is one of the principal 
factors in the relatively high cost-of-living in the Boston area. From January of 
1980 to January of 1981, the cost-of-living in the Boston area rose 12.8 percent, 
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While the federal urban renewal Program is being phased out, in its Place 
the City has received Community Development Block Grants averaging $28.3 million 
per year in fiscal years 1976-1980. The City received $26.1 million in such 
grants for fiscal 1981. An application for a grant of $25.5 million for fiscal 
1982 has been prepared. | 


Characteristics of Housing Stock 


Boston's housing market and housing stock evidenced Signs of increasing 
strength over a broad front as the 1970-80 decade progressed. In contrast to the 
earlier 1960-70 period, when the City's housing stock was reduced from 239,500 
dwelling units to 232,200, the 1970-80 years marked a gain of 9,000 net new 
dwellings, bringing the housing stock to 241,194, in 1980, as reported by the 
Census Bureau. This net gain of four percent marked a notable advance in the 
condition of Boston's housing stock, with the reported construction of 27,000 
new dwellings, equivalent to eleven percent of the City's housing, more than com- 
pensating for the demolition of an estimated 18,000 units. In addition, 26,000 
1- to 4-family owner occupied dwellings have been upgraded through the City's 
grant-spurred housing improvement program since 1975. 


An accelerating trend of condominium conversions contributed to a tighten- 
ing housing market. Of 6,000 condominium units created since 1970, 3,000 emerged 
in 1979 and 1980, alone. A household survey conducted in 1980 reported a city- 
wide housing vacancy rate of five percent. Housing values and rentals have been 
rising sharply. Though three-fourths of the City's housing stock is renter- 
occupied, less than one-fourth of these dwellings continue under rent control as 
a consequence of vacancy decontrol regulations, and exemptions for new construc- 
tion and luxury housing. Though Boston has a low Proportion of owner-occupied 
housing, in comparison with other cities, 55 percent of the City's housing stock 
is in structures containing one to four units, and more than 80 percent of these 
structures are owner-occupied. 


According to the U.S. Census Bureau 1977 Annual Survey of Housing, the 
median monthly rent in the City was $205 in comparison with $228 in the metro 
area, and the median value of homes was $29,900 in contrast to $43,600 for the 
metro area. Publicly assisted housing makes up seventeen percent of Boston's 
housing stock. The multi-family investor-owned housing stock of 70,000 dwelling 
units reflects an attrition of 5,000 dwellings since 1970. With the rise in 
housing demand and rents since 1978, the cash-flow of investor-owned housing 
has been substantially improved. 


Boston's Housing Stock 


Number of Dwelling Units 
fewer ee ee eet nt ee StS, 


1960 239,500 
1970 23a 7200 
1980 241,200 
Change 
Number Percent 
1960-70 - 7,300 me 
1970-89 + 9,000 hid 


Source: U.S. Census of Population and Housing, 1970 and 1980. 
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